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— 2) . A software product for use at a usei station, the user station including a processor 
and a storage device, the software product comprising computer executable instmctions that, 
when executed by the processor: 

enable a user at the user station to select content provided by each of a plurality of 
independent publishers; 

effect transport of the selected content to tthe user station over a communications network 


and, without user intervention, effect storage of 



-22. The software product as set forth in 


he transported content to the storage device such 
upon shutting down of the user station and/or 


that the content is retained on the storage device i 
deactivation of the software product; and 

effect presentation of the stored content to the user at the user station with a user interface 
that is customized to the respective publisher- 


claim 2 1 , further comprising computer 


executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the jser station and the communications network, 
via a network provider, 

wherein the plurality of independent publishers available for selection are not determined 
by the network provider.— 

"23. The software product as set forth in 
is the Internet. " 

"24. The software product as set forth in 
by the respective publishcr.— 


;laim 22, wherein the communications network 


claim 22, wherein the user interface is provided 


—25. The software product as set forth in cl^nm 2 I , wherein the user inlerfacc is provided 
by ihc respective puhlishcr.-- 
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—26, The software product as set forth in 
executable instructions that, when executed by tlje processor 

effect a network connection between the 
via a network provider, 

wherein the user interface is provided by 
network provider.— 


claim 21 , further comprising computer 
e processor: 

aser station and the communications network, 
the respective publisher independently of the 


"27. The software product as set forth irj claim 21, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the user station and the communications network, 
via a network provider. 

wherein the user interface is provided v^thout cooperation of the network provider.- 


"28. The software product as set forth i i claim 21 , wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected without user intervention.— 


—29. The software product as set forth i 
content to the user station is effected according 

"30. The software product as set forth 
content to the user station is effected accord 


mi; 


"3 1 . The software product as set forth 
content to the user station is effected automati 

—32. The so flu arc product as set forth 
trtinsportcd directly iVoni ouch of the indcpend 
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—33. The software product as set forth in claim 21 , wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the independent publishers to the user station, without first passing 
through a gateway.— 

—34. The software product as set forth in claim 2 1 , wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected in accordance with an object manifest, the object manifest 
including an identification of a plurality of objects from different respective publishers, and a 
source address for each of the respective publishers.-- 

—35. The software product as set forth in claim 21, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the independent publishers to the user station, without first passing 
through an online service provider that serves multiple independent publishers.-- 


--36. The software product as set forth in claim 21, wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected using a non-proprietary data transfer protocol. - 


—37. The software product as set forth in claim 21, wherein the communications network 
is the Intemet." 


—38. The software product as set forth in 


transported from each of the independent publishers to the user station, without first passing 


through an information distribution service that 


claim 21, wherein the selected content is 


erves multiple independent publishers.- 


—39. The software product as set forth in claim 21, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by tha processor: 
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enable the user to effect a network connection between the user station and the 


communications network, via any selected one of a 
providers." 


plurality of different available network 


—40. A software product for use at a user station, the user station including a processor 
and a storage device, the software product comprismg computer executable instructions that, 
when executed by the processor: j 

enable a user at the user station to select content provided by each of a plurality of 
independent services; 


effect transport of the selected content to the user station over a communications network 
and, without user intervention, effect storage of the transported content to the storage device such 
that the content is retained on the storage device upon shutting down of the user station and/or 
deactivation of the software product; and 

effect presentation of the stored content to the user at the user station with a user interface 
that is customized to the respective service.— 


—41. The software product as set forth in claim 40, ftirther comprising compiiter 
executable instructions that, when executed by Ihe processor: 

effect a network connection between the user station and the communications network, 
via a network provider, 

wherein the plurality of independent services available for selection are not determined 
by the network provider.- 


—42. The software product as set forth 
is the Internet.— 

—43. The software product as set forth 
by rhc rcspcclivc service— 


n claim 41, wherein the communications network 


n claim 41. wherein the user interface is provided 
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44. The software product as set forth in claim 40, wherein the user interface is provided 


A by the respective service.— 



—45. The software product as set forth in claim 40, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the 
via a network provider, 

wherein the user interface is provided by 
network provider.— 


user station and the communications network, 
the respective service independently of the 



—46. The software product as set forth in claim 40, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the user station and the communications network, 
via a network provider, | 

wherein the user interface is provided without cooperation of the network provider.- 


—47. The software product as set forth in claim 40, wherein the transport of the selected 


content to the user station is effected without user intervention. - 


—48. The software product as set forth in claim 40, wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected according to a schedule.— 


"49. The software product as set forth in clairn 40, wherein the transport of the selected 


content to the user station is effected according to a u: 


er-modifiable schedule. 


"50. I hc software product as set forth in claimUo. wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is eflecled aul<)matic:i!ly andlrcpcalcdly.-- 
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"5 1 . The software product as set forth in 


transported directly from each of the independent services to the user station.-- 

—52. The software product as set forth in :laim 40, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the independent service^ to the user station, without first passing 
through a gateway. — 


:laim 40, wherein the selected content is 



"53. The software product as set forth in claim 40, wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected in accordance with an object manifest, the object manifest 
including an identification of a plurality of objec s from different respective services, and a 
source address for each of the respective service; 

"54. The software product as set forth in claim 40, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the independent services to the user station, without first passing 
through an online service provider that serves miltiple independent publishers.- 


claim 40, wherein the transport of the selected 
proprietary data transfer protocol. - 

claim 40, wherein the communications network 


"55. The software product as set forth in 
content to the user station is effected using a nor 

"56. The software product as set forth in 
is the Internet." 

-57. The softw£ire product as set forth in claim 40, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the independent services to the user station, without first passing 
ihrouuh an infomiation distribution service that 


rvcs multiple independent puhlishers.-- 


s||rrvc 
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—58. The software product as set forth in claim 40, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by i he processor: 

enable the user to effect a network connection between the user station and the 
communications network, via any selected one of a plurality of different available network 
providers." 

—59. A software product for use at a user station, the user station including a processor 
and a storage device, the software product comprising computer executable instructions that, 
when executed by the processor: 

enable a user at the user station to select one or more remote information object sources 
from a plurality of available remote information object sources operated by independent 
publishers; 

effect transport of one or more information objects from any selected one of the remote 
information object sources to the user station over a communications network and, without user 
intervention, effects storage of the transported information object(s) to the storage device such 
that the information object(s) are retained on tlie storage device upon shutting down of the user 
station and/or deactivation of the software proc uct; and 

enable, for each stored information object, presentation of that object to the user at the 


user station with a look and feel that is specific 


to the respective publisher.— 


in claim 59, further comprising computer 
the processor: 
user station and the communications network. 


—60. The software product as set forth 
executable instructions that, when executed by 

effect a network connection between tl e 
via a network provider, 

wherein the plurality of remote inform \\\ox\ object sources available for selection are not 
determined by the network provider.— 
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"61 . The software product as set forth in claim 
is the Internet.-- 


60, wherein the communications network 


"62. The software product as set forth in claim 60, wherein the user interface is provided 
by the respective publisher.- 


y 


—63. The software product as set forth in claim 59, wherein the user interface is provided 
by the respective publisher.— j 


"64. The software product as set forth in claim 59, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the user station and the communications network, 
via a network provider, | 

wherein the user interface is provided by the respective publisher independently of the 
network provider.— 


—65. The software product as set forth in claim 59, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the/user station and the communications network, 
via a network provider, 

wherein the user interface is provided wkhout cooperation of the netv^ork provider.- 


"66. The software product as set forth m claim 59, wherein the transport of the selected 
conienl to the user station is etTected without user intervention.-- 


-67, The software product as set forth 
content lo the user station is clTcctcd accordi 


in claim 59. wherein the transport of (lie selccled 
{ to a schedule. — 
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-68, The software product as set forth in claim 59, wherein the transport of the selected 


content to the user station is effected according to a 


.4' 


user-modifiable schedule.— 


"69. The software product as set forth in claim 59, wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected automatically jind repeatedly.— 


—70. The software product as set forth in claim 59, wherein 
transported directly from each of the remote information object 


in the selected content is 
sources to the user station. 


--7L The software product as set forth in claim 59, where 
transported from each of the remote information object sources t(t» 
passing through a gateway.— 


in the selected content is 
the user station, without first 


ect 


"72. The software product as set forth in claim 59, 
content to the user station is effected in accordanct: with an obj 
including an identification of a plurality of objects from different 
sources, and a source address for each of the respective remote 


wherein the transport of the selected 
manifest, the object manifest 
remote information object 
iriformation object sources.— 


—73. The software product as set forth in c 
transported from each of the remote information cjbj 
passing through an online service provider that 


se -ves 


—74. The software product as set forth in c 
content to the user station is effected using a non- proprietary data 


--75. The software product as set forth in c^aim 59, wherejin the communications network 
is the hiterncl." 


aim 59, wherelin the selected content is 
ect sources tc|> the user station, without first 
multiple independent publishers. - 


aim 59, wherejin the transport of the selected 
transfer protocol. ~ 
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—76. The software product as set fort^in claim 59, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the remote information object sources to the user station, without first 
passing through an information distribution service that serves multiple independent publishers.- 


"77. The software product as set forth in claim 59, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by lie processor: 

enable the user to effect a network conne ction between the user station and the 
communications network, via any selected one cf a plurality of different available network 
providers. — 

—78. A software product for use at a user station, the user station including a processor 
and a storage device, the software product comprising computer executable instructions that, 
when executed by the processor: 

enable a user at the user station to select one or more remote information object sources 
from a plurality of available independently operaied remote information object sources; 

effect transport of one or more informatio i objects from any selected one of the remote 
information object sources to the user station ovei a communications network and, without user 
intervention, effects storage of the transported information object(s) to the storage device such 
that the information object(s) are retained on the storage device upon shutting down of the user 
station and/or termination of the software product; and 

enable, for each stored information object, 
user station with a look and feel that is specific to 


"79. The software product as set forth in c 
executable instructions thai, when executed by the 

clTecl a network connection between the u 
via a network provider. 


presentation of that object to the user at the 
the respective information object source.— 


aim 78, further comprising computer 
processor: 

er station tind the communications network. 
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wherein the plurality of remote information object sources available for selection are not 
determined by the network provider.— 

"80. The software product as set forth in claim 79, wherein the communications network 
is the Internet." 

—81 . The software product as set forth in jclaim 79, wherein the user interface is provided 
by the respective remote information object source.— 


-82. The sofl^vare product as set forth in 


claim 78, wherein the user interface is provided 


by the respective remote information object source.— 

claim 78, further comprising computer 


-83. The software product as set forth in 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the 
via a network provider, 

wherein the user interface is provided by 
independently of the network provider.- 


-84. The software product as set forth in 


user station and the communications network, 
the respective remote information object source 


claim 78, further comprising computer 


executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

effect a network connection between the user station and the communications network, 
via a network provider. 

wherein the user interface is provided without cooperation of the network provider. 


-85. The software product as set forth in 


conicnl to the user station is efrected without user intervention.— 


claim 78. wherein the transport of the selected 
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"86. The software product as set forth m claim 78, wherein the transport of the selected 


content to the user station is effected according 


to a schedule." 


87. The software product as set forth in claim 78, wherein the transport of the selected 


content to the user station is effected according 


to a user-modifiable schedule. 


"88. The software product as set forth in claim 78, wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected automatically and repeatedly.— 


"89. The software product as set forth t i claim 78, wherein the selected content is 
transported directly from each of the remote information object sources to the user station. - 

"90. The software product as set forth in claim 78, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the remote information object sources to the user station, without first 
passing through a gateway.— 

"9 1 . The software product as set forth ii i claim 78, wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected in accordance with an object manifest, the object manifest 
including an identification of a plurality of objects from different remote information object 
sources, and a source address for each of the respective remote information object sources.-- 


"92, The software product as set forth inlclaim 78, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the remote information object sources to the user station, without first 
passing through an online service provider that serves multiple independent publishers.- 


"93. The software product as set forth in diaim 78. wherein the transport of the selected 
content to the user station is effected using a non-nropriciary daty transfer protocol- 
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"94. The software product as set forth in clainn| 78, wherein the communications network 
is the Internet.— 

—95. The software product as set forth in claii^i 78, wherein the selected content is 
transported from each of the remote information object sources to the user station, without first 
passing through an information distribution service t lat serves multiple independent publishers. 

"96. The software product as set forth in claim 78, further comprising computer 
executable instructions that, when executed by the processor: 

enable the user to effect a network connection between the user station and the 
communications network, via any selected one of a plurality of different available network 
providers." 


REMARKS 


The present application is a CPA of Serial Number 08/553,395. The Request for CPA 
was filed on May 21, 2002. 

By this Preliminary Amendment, the title of the invention has been changed to reflect the 
presently-claimed subject matter presented herein, and further, presently pending claims 1-20 
have been cancelled in favor of new claims 21-96, which find support in the original parent 
application 08/251,724, as filed on May 31, 1994 (now U.S. Patent No. 5,694,546). A copy of 
the amended and newly added claims, without markings, is provided in the attached Appendix. 

The covering Amendment Transmittal Letter includes an authorization to charge excess 
claims fees (and any other required fees) necessitated by this Amendment to Deposit Account 
No. 16-2372. Moreover, it is respecllLilly submitted thai the Preliminary Amendment places the 
abovc-idcnlilled applicaliot) in belter condition for iniiial examination. 
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